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Political Mood

Registered voters remain negative about the direction of the 

country, but less so than in 2014 (had been around 70%). 

President Obama and Congress approval rating inverted.

Obama Job 

Approval Rating

39%
43%

26%

61%
54%

67%

Wrong

Track

Right 

Direction DisapproveApprove

Total

DisapproveApprove

Congress Job 

Approval Rating
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Economic issues remain dominant in voters minds.

Now, thinking about your vote, what would you say is the top set of issues on your 

mind when you cast your vote for federal offices such as U.S. Senate or Congress?



Global Trade
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U.S. Trade 

Representative

On Global Trade, little approval to go around for Washington, 

but also little disapproval.

President Obama

40%

29% 28%

42%
48%

37%

DisapproveApprove

Total

DisapproveApprove

Congress

DisapproveApprove

Do you approve or disapprove of the job ____ is doing in handling Global Trade?
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Trade Representative is the most trusted to negotiatie global 

trade agreements (a reflection of lack of trust in the rest of 

government, since there is little familiarity with the office).

Of the groups and individuals below, whom do you trust more to negotiate the 

details of global trade agreements?

Don’t Know/No Opinion

26%

23%

19%

32%

The U.S. Congress

The U.S. President

The U.S. Trade Representative 
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And, outside of government, the Chamber of Commerce is a 

leading voice of trust on trade issues. Though note that 44% 

don’t know whom to trust.

Of the groups and individuals below, whom do you trust more when it comes to 

issues of global trade?

Don’t Know/No Opinion

30%

10%

9%

7%

44%

Labor Unions like the AFL/CIO

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

like Occupy Wall Street

The United States Chamber of Commerce

Environmental Groups like the Sierra Club
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64%

56% 55%
52%

26%

18%
23%

28% 29%

54%

Total Total Total Total Total

Strongest argument in favor of trade agreements is 

protecting IP.

Agree

Next, I would like to show you some statements regarding global trade agreements.

For each, please indicate if you AGREE or DISAGREE with that statement…

Disagree Agree Disagree Agree Disagree Agree Disagree Agree Disagree

Open markets increase 

the global value chain 

and lead to better paying 

jobs in the United States.

Global trade agreements 

are generally good for 

American farmers, 

workers and job 

creators.

Global trade agreements 

are necessary to ensure 

that the intellectual 

property and copyrights

of U.S. innovators are 

respected in overseas 

markets.

Global trade agreements 

are the most effective 

way to export the rule of 

law, environmental

standards, quality labor 

practices, and western 

values.

Global trade agreements 

are a bad idea and the 

United States should 

isolate its economy to

interstate commerce and 

the western hemisphere.
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64%
61% 60%

46%
41% 40%

25% 25% 27%

42% 44% 42%

Total Total Total Total Total Total

And negotiating priorities span from protecting the 

environment, to , enforcing the rule of law for IP, to opening 

markets.

Priority

Next, I would like to show you some descriptions of various priorities that United

States trade negotiators may have during negotiations. For each, please indicate 

how high of a priority you think this should be for the negotiators…

Not a 

Priority

Opening foreign 

markets to U.S. 

agricultural products

Enforcing the rule 

of law with relation 

to intellectual 

property and 

copyrights.

Protecting the

environment and 

capping CO2 

emissions.

Protecting the 

rights of

foreign capital 

within trading 

partner countries.

Protecting the 

rights of

workers in foreign 

countries and 

paying a living 

wage.

Off-shoring low 

end manufacturing 

jobs to keep 

American 

consumer goods 

reasonably priced.

Priority

Not a 

Priority Priority

Not a 

Priority Priority

Not a 

Priority Priority

Not a 

Priority Priority

Not a 

Priority
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Little agreement or disagreement surrounding the role of the 

public in trade negotiations, and there is no ideological base of 

support for pushing or refuting the idea.

Please indicate which of these statements you agree with more, 

even if neither is exactly right…

40%

41%

Some people say the U.S. public should have a 

greater say in trade negotiations. The public 

deserves to be involved in making decisions that 

will affect the economy for decades to come. 

Other people say global trade negotiations should 

be largely left to the professional negotiators. 

These agreements are incredibly complex and 

doing the right thing for the U.S. economy requires 

a professional with years of experience and study.

By Ideology

Lib. Mod. Con.

40% 35% 45%

47% 46% 39%




